
The Viola da Gamba Society of  America presents

Young Players’
Weekend

March 24-26, 2023
Madison, Wisconsin

Welcome Viol Players!
It is my pleasure to invite you to the 2023 VdGSA Young Players' Weekend, in person for the
first time since 2019, which will be held on March 24-26 in Madison, Wisconsin at Holy
Wisdom Monastery, a beautiful campus surrounded by rolling hills just north of  the city.

We are thrilled to have Sarah Cunningham of  the JuilliardSchool and Phillip Serna of
Valparaiso University joining as guest faculty for the weekend!

The workshop will include a range of  activities for viol players of  all ability levels including
coached consort sessions and special sessions led by our faculty, Sarah Cunningham, Phillip
Serna, and myself.

We will gather on Friday night to meet all the participants.  On Saturday night we will offer
a voluntary masterclass led by our guest faculty, Sarah Cunningham and Phillip Serna.
.
There is no age limit to attend YPW. If  you feel that you are a young player, you are
welcome to attend!

Eric Miller, Young Players Weekend Director



About Holy Wisdom Monastery
“Holy Wisdom Monastery is an ecumenical Benedictine community of  communities, located near

Madison, Wisconsin. Prayer, hospitality, justice and respect for all of  creation form the heart of  these
communities. Our peaceful setting includes restored prairie, a retreat and guest house and a ‘green’

monastery building. All are welcome.”

Getting There
Conveniently located in Middleton, Wisconsin only 15 minutes from Madison, less than three hours

from Chicago, and less than four hours drive from St. Paul. You can book flights to Dane County
Regional Airport.

Holy Wisdom Monastery | 4200 Co Hwy M | Middleton, WI 53562

Payment and Cancellation Policy

All-inclusive fee is $150 for the weekend. This covers all meals, lodging, and tuition.
Payment is due in full by February 10, 2023 (late registration, $175 by February 24, 2023). Payment

can be completed online at https://www.vdgsa.org/payment

Cancellations must be made by February 24, 2023 to receive a refund (minus $25 fee).
NO REFUNDS WILL BE MADE AFTER February 24, 2023



Meet the Faculty
SARAH CUNNINGHAM began her viola studies in 1969 in Boston. She
co-founded the ensemble Sonnerie with Monica Huggett and has toured
around the world with ensembles including Sonnerie, Fretwork, Phantasm,
Sequentia, Camerata Kilkenny, and the Orchestra of the Age of
Enlightenment. She has performed as a soloist under conductors including
Simon Rattle, John Elliott Gardiner, Trevor Pinnock, and Ton Koopman, and
has recorded extensively on the ASV, Virgin/EMI, Harmonia Mundi, and
Warner labels. A former faculty member at Hochschule fuer Kuenst in

Germany, the Guildhall School in London, and the Sibelius Academy in Helsinki, Cunningham has
presented workshops and master classes throughout Sweden and Canada, as well as in London,
Boston, New York, and San Francisco. She is also the founder and first artistic director of the East
Cork Early Music Festival in Ireland and is a founding member of Les Filles de Sainte Colombe.
Cunningham has been on the faculty at Juilliard since 2011.

.

PHILLIP W. SERNA has emerged among our nation's leading advocates
of the viola da gamba - co-founding Black Tulip, New Comma Baroque,
ViolMedium, the Spirit of Gambo - a Chicago Consort of Viols. He’s
collaborated with a myriad of historical-performance ensembles, including
the Bella Voce Sinfonia, Burning River Baroque, the Chicago Early Music
Consort, Les Touches and the Newberry Consort. Holding degrees from
Northwestern University and the San Francisco Conservatory of Music, he
teaches at Valparaiso University, North Central College, the Music Institute

of Chicago and served as co-director Illinois' first public-school period-instrument program at Adlai
E. Stevenson High School. Phillip’s online virtual viol consort project - Consorts-Minus-One - has
been recognized in major string music publications the world over.

ERIC MILLER performs as a viola da gambist and cellist around the
Midwest, currently performing with the Wisconsin Baroque Ensemble,
ViolMedium, the Arbor Vitae String Quartet, and frequently giving solo
recitals. As an improviser and explorer, he is known for his skill and
sensitivity in collaboration with songwriters and has recorded several hours
of lo-fi experimental music with his electronic duo, Basidium. Eric is a
committed educator and currently teaches orchestra  in the Oregon School
District where he also coaches a youth viol consort. Trained in the Suzuki

method, Eric maintains a private cello studio for all ages and abilities at his home in Madison,
Wisconsin. He holds degrees from Northern Illinois University and the University of Wisconsin -
Madison.



To Register
go to www.vdgsa.org/young-players and complete the online

registration form.

Registration and payment of $150 must be received by February 10, 2023
Late registration will be accepted ($175) until February 24th.

Cancellations must be made by February 24th 2023 to receive a refund.

For any questions, contact Eric Miller, YPW Director, at emillera@gmail.com

COVID-19 Policy. We will be following the policies set by Holy Wisdom Monastery.

● Masks will be optional in shared indoor spaces for Young Players’ Weekend participants and
faculty.

● Masks will be required for large group gatherings of 50 or more, such as Sunday Assembly
worship and memorial services which are open for any who would wish to attend.

● All Holy Wisdom coworkers are fully vaccinated and we urge others to stay up to date with
COVID vaccines and boosters.

● Get tested if you have symptoms.
● Do not come to the Young Players’ Weekend at Holy Wisdom Monastery if you have any

COVID symptoms.

http://www.vdgsa.org/young-players
mailto:emillera@gmail.com

